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Preface

The se ries of pa pers pre sented in this is sue of Jour nal of Ther mal Anal y sis and Cal o rim e try

are a se lec tion of pa pers de liv ered at the con fer ence of TERMANAL 2003. The con fer ence

was or gan ised in ev ery three year and it has a long 45 years’ tra di tion. 16th TERMANAL was

held on 8-10 Oc to ber 2003 at Stará Lesná sit u ated in the High Tatras re gion that be longs to

the beauty spots of Slo vak Re pub lic. The main or gan iser was the Slo vak Group for Ther mal

Anal y sis and Cal o rim e try (SGTAC). 70 par tic i pants at tended the con fer ence, mainly from the

Slo vak Re pub lic (44) and the Czech Re pub lic (17), but also from other coun tries: Hun gary (2), 

Spain (2), United King dom (2), Aus tra lia (1), Ger many (1) and USA (1). The sci en tists deal ing

with in or ganic and or ganic ma te ri als, ce ram ics, glass, phar macy, poly mer sci ence and TA

meth ods and in stru men ta tion pre sented 4 ple nary lec tures, 18 lec tures and 23 post ers. The

spon sor ship was pro vided by the com pa nies TA In stru ments, Chromspec (rep re sen ta tive of

Netzsch), Shimadzu and Medic-La bor (rep re sen ta tive of Perkin-Elmer); these com pa nies

also ex hib ited their TA in stru men ta tions.

The conference TERMANAL was initially intended to be a local forum for the

discussion within Czechoslovak thermoanalytical community. However, the number of

participants from abroad is continuously increasing. Consequently, the participants of the

conference decided that the next TERMANAL would be organised as an international

Central-European conference.  Further, they decided to shorten the period between the

conferences and to organise them every odd year. Thus, the next international

conference, 17th TERMANAL, will be held in autumn 2005, preferably in September. 
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